Operation Absolute Resolve - Tactical Analysis

OPERATION ABSOLUTE
RESOLVE

Tactical Analysis of the Venezuela Raid

Operational Overview

This analysis reconstructs the likely tactical employment of the Discombobulator during
Operation Absolute Resolve, the January 3, 2026 U.S. military operation that captured
Venezuelan President Nicolavez Maduro in Caracas. Based on available evidence, the
operation involved a coordinated interplay between electronic warfare aircraft and special
operations helicopters, with the Discombobulator serving as the critical non-kinetic strike
element.

Critical Tactical Framework

The operation appears to have employed a high-risk, high-reward tactical framework in
which the EA-18G Growler's electronic warfare capabilities provided essential cover for
vulnerable helicopter assets. The Growler's radar flooding and jamming capabilities would
have blinded Venezuelan air defense systems, creating a protective corridor for the MH-47G
Chinooks carrying the assault force and the Discombobulator system.

The Critical Vulnerability

If the EA-18G Growler's radar jamming were neutralized — whether through enemy
action, equipment failure, or the aircraft being shot down — the MH-47G Chinooks would be
immediately exposed to Venezuelan Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) systems. This scenario
would result in catastrophic losses:

* Chinooks are large, slow-moving targets with minimal defensive capabilities against
SAMs

* Each Chinook carries 30-50+ special operations personnel

* Loss of a single aircraft would constitute a mass casualty event

*  Multiple aircraft losses would be the worst U.S. special operations disaster in decades

This asymmetric risk profile explains why the Discombobulator's employment was critical: it
allowed the operation to achieve its objective with minimal exposure time, reducing the
window during which this vulnerability could be exploited.
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Reconstructed Operational Sequence

Based on available evidence and tactical logic, the following operational sequence is
proposed:

Phase 1: Air Superiority Establishment
Time: Pre-raid (hours before)
Assets: B-2 Spirit bombers, F-22 Raptors, F-35 Lightning IIs

Strategic strikes neutralized Venezuelan air defenses, radar installations, and command-and-
control nodes. This created the permissive environment required for helicopter operations.
The use of stealth aircraft ensured surprise and minimized early warning to Venezuelan
forces.

Phase 2: Electronic Warfare Envelope Creation
Time: T-minus minutes to assault
Assets: EA-18G Growlers (VAQ-133 and/or other squadrons)

EA-18G Growlers established electronic warfare corridors by flooding Venezuelan radar
frequencies with jamming signals. This created a protective "bubble" masking the approach
of helicopter forces. The Growlers maintained station throughout the operation, their radar-
flooding capabilities serving as the essential shield protecting the vulnerable transport
aircraft.

Critical Dependency: The entire helicopter assault force depended on continuous electronic
protection. Any interruption — from mechanical failure, pilot error, or enemy action —
would expose the Chinooks to concentrated SAM fire. This represented the operation's single
point of failure.

Phase 3: Discombobulator Strike
Time: T-minus seconds to assault
Assets: MH-47G Chinook(s) with mounted Discombobulator system

Immediately before the ground assault, a Chinook equipped with a mounted Discombobulator
system directed its microwave beam at Maduro's compound. The weapon operated in wide-
area mode, saturating the target location with pulsed microwave energy. The beam would
have been directed from an elevated position (the helicopter) downward into the compound,
incapacitating all personnel within the affected zone — Maduro, his wife, Cuban bodyguards,
and Venezuelan security forces.

Key Tactical Insight: The Chinook-mounted Discombobulator configuration makes strategic
sense for several reasons. First, it places the weapon at an elevated position with clear line-of-
sight to the target. Second, the helicopter's mobility allows for optimal positioning. Third, it
keeps the weapon with the assault force, ensuring coordination. Fourth, the forward-firing
nature of the HPM system protects the helicopter crew from their own weapon's effects.
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Phase 4: Ground Assault and Extraction
Time: T-zero (2:01 AM local)

Assets: Delta Force operators, additional MH-6 Little Birds, MH-47G Chinooks, MH-60
Black Hawks

With Venezuelan defenders already incapacitated by the Discombobulator strike, Delta Force
operators fast-roped or landed into the compound. The absence of resistance — documented
by the lack of firefight — was the direct result of the prior microwave strike. Operators
secured Maduro and his wife, then extracted via helicopter under the continued protection of
the Growler's electronic warfare umbrella.

Why the Chinook-Mounted Configuration

The decision to mount the Discombobulator on a Chinook rather than employing it from the
Growler offers several tactical advantages:

Factor Advantage

Mission Separation Growler focuses on electronic warfare/air defense
suppression; Chinook focuses on personnel incapacitation.
Clean division of labor.

Payload Capacity Chinook has massive internal space and power generation
capability for a larger, more powerful HPM system.

Coordination Weapon stays with assault force, ensuring timing
synchronization between strike and ground entry.

Range Optimization Chinook can hover close to target at low altitude; Growler
maintains standoff distance for its jamming mission.

Redundancy If Growler is lost, assault force retains incapacitation
capability; if Chinook is lost, Growler may have backup HPM
capability.

Crew Protection Forward-firing HPM system with directional antenna protects

Chinook crew from their own weapon.

Table 1: Advantages of Chinook-Mounted Discombobulator Configuration

The Mass Casualty Risk Scenario

The tactical configuration created an asymmetric risk profile that must be acknowledged. The
operation's success depended on a chain of dependencies, each representing a potential point
of catastrophic failure:

Dependency Chain

1. Growler must maintain station and jamming coverage
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Growler must not be shot down or suffer critical system failure
Chinook must reach target area undetected under electronic cover
Discombobulator must function correctly and incapacitate defenders
Ground assault must complete before electronic cover is compromised
Extraction must occur under continued electronic warfare protection

oA W

If any link in this chain broke — particularly the Growler's electronic warfare coverage
— the result would be mass death. Chinooks carrying 30-50 personnel each, operating low
and slow over hostile territory, would be easy targets for even antiquated SAM systems. The
loss of a single aircraft would be a national tragedy; the loss of multiple aircraft would be a
strategic catastrophe comparable to the failed 1980 Iran hostage rescue attempt.

Why the Risk Was Acceptable

Several factors made this risk profile acceptable to military planners:

* Surprise: The operation was conducted at 2 AM with minimal warning to
Venezuelan forces.

* Pre-strike Degradation: B-2 and F-35 strikes had already degraded Venezuelan air
defense capabilities.

* Electronic Dominance: U.S. electronic warfare capabilities are among the most
advanced in the world.

* Speed: The Discombobulator's incapacitation effect meant ground time was
minimized.

* High Value Target: Capturing Maduro was worth significant risk given his strategic
importance.

Implications for Future Operations

The success of this operation validates the combined-arms approach integrating electronic
warfare, directed-energy weapons, and special operations forces. However, it also highlights
critical vulnerabilities that adversaries will seek to exploit in future conflicts:

1. Anti-Radiation Countermeasures: Adversaries will develop systems to target
electronic warfare aircraft more effectively.

2. Redundant Air Defenses: Optical and passive detection systems immune to radar
jamming will be prioritized.

3. Directed-Energy Countermeasures: Electromagnetic shielding and Faraday
protection for key personnel and facilities.

4. Dispersed Command: Redundant security forces to prevent single-point
incapacitation.

5. Early Warning: RF detection systems to alert personnel to directed-energy attacks.
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Conclusion

The tactical employment of the Discombobulator in Operation Absolute Resolve represents a
watershed moment in modern warfare. The weapon's integration into a combined-arms
operation — coordinated with electronic warfare, conventional strikes, and special operations
forces — demonstrated the viability of non-kinetic incapacitation as a decisive military tool.

The operational configuration — EA-18G Growler providing electronic warfare cover while
MH-47G Chinook delivered the Discombobulator strike — created both opportunity and
vulnerability. The mass casualty risk inherent in this configuration was accepted based on
careful risk calculation, surprise, and the weapon's ability to dramatically reduce ground
engagement time.

For Iran and other potential adversaries, the lesson is clear: protection against directed-energy
weapons is no longer theoretical. Electromagnetic shielding, RF detection systems, and
redundant air defense capabilities are essential components of modern military preparedness.
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